
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Western Wisconsin Chapter of IASCHMM 
“One must work with time and not against it.” 

   -Ursula K. Le Guin 
January 2021  
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Reflections 

The last year was one that will be not fondly remembered. Not all was lost. We 

learned a great deal about our profession, the individuals that drive Sterile 

processing, and that when the going gets tough we rise to the occasion to bring 

quality care to patients in need.  

In the last year one of the biggest debates in our industry was the term sterile and 

how to reprocess N95 masks. These two problems went hand in hand as our 

industry struggled to meet the demand of reprocessing N95 masks for our front 

line Covid-19 workers. The discussion revolved around how to reprocess N95’s and 

high-level disinfection of the masks instead of sterilization. Many organizations and 

industry leaders joined the discussion to find a solution using technology and the 

latest innovations to meet the demand.  

On the home front in Wisconsin was have adjusted to the low in production early in 

the year as surgical cases came to a halt only to rev up to levels never seen before. 

Time spent preparing for the backlog of patients requiring procedures proved how 

flexible and prepared our profession can be in changing times. While last year will 

be remembered for generations to come. Things will not quite return to the 

“normal” we all long to return. We will remember that we have each other and as 

long as we continue to work as a team centered around making a difference in the 

lives of those, we serve we will make 2021 a year of continued industry and 

personal growth.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s message 

Happy New Year to everyone. 

No need to recap last year, we’ve been there done 

that. It’s all about out with the old in with the new! 

With that being said change is inevitable we have 

to learn to adapt to the world’s battles. From 

hurricanes to wildfires, earthquakes, to landslides. 

From war to peace! We have one earth and it’s 

time to fix the mistakes humankind has made so 

the next generations will be able to survive. 

  Thanks Lori Budtke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I applaud Representative Kauffman for his 

tireless effort to get this bill passed. The 

legislation was a combined central service 

technician and surgical technologist bill, and 

therefore, a great team effort by IAHCSMM 

and the Association of Surgical Technologists 

(AST),” said Josephine M. Colacci, Esq., 

Director of Government Affairs for IAHCSMM. 

“Improperly sterilized instruments used in 

surgical procedures can introduce bacteria 

into a patient that sets up the risk for 

infection,” Colacci continued. “Central service 

technicians are part of the team of 

professionals dedicated to preventing such 

infections, and certification demonstrates a 

commitment to patient safety and quality.” 

New surgical instruments are being 

introduced regularly, which requires an 

advanced technical knowledge that only 

certification will provide, added Sean Weir, 

CRCST, CIS, CHL, President, Central Service 

Association of Western Pennsylvania. 

“Certification will help keep technicians 

educated on standards-based instrument 

processing practices, so these professionals 

can perform their jobs safely and effectively, 

while keeping quality and patient safety at 

the forefront.” 

In addition to Pennsylvania, four other states 

require certification for central service 

technicians: New York, New Jersey, 

Connecticut, and Tennessee. Numerous other 

states are actively educating state-elected 

officials on central service technicians’ vital 

roles and how they relate to patient care and 

safety. 

Pennsylvania Governor Signs Bill into Law 

that Promotes Quality and Patient Safety 

Harrisburg, Penn. – October 29, 2020 – 

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf signed 

legislation, HB81 (Kauffman), that requires 

new central service (CS) technicians entering 

the field to become certified and undergo 

continuing education. On February 21, 2019, 

the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 

passed this legislation with a unanimous vote 

and on October 20, 2020, the Pennsylvania 

Senate followed with a unanimous vote in 

support of the legislation. 

CS technicians are important members of the 

healthcare team and are playing an 

increasingly critical role during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Not only are CS technicians 

responsible for ensuring that equipment and 

instruments used during surgical procedures 

are properly decontaminated, cleaned, 

inspected, and sterilized prior to patient use, a 

growing number of technicians are also now 

responsible for sterilizing some types of 

personal protective equipment (PPE), 

including N95 respirators, under the US Food 

and Drug Administration’s emergency use 

authorization. Some CS technicians are also 

sterilizing COVID-19 testing swabs. 

The International Association of Healthcare 

Central Service Materiel Management 

(IAHCSMM) has long been an outspoken 

advocate of state certification of central 

service technicians. 

"Pennsylvania patients in our healthcare 

facilities will be safer as a result of this bill 

being passed into law. Our central service 

technicians are the first line of defense in 

maintaining quality control to prevent and 

control the spread of infection,” said Brian 

Reynolds, CRMST, CRCST, CIS, CHL, CER, 

President of IAHCSMM. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 Retreat was a huge success despite the pandemic changing 

things up a bit. During retreat we updated the bylaws and policies. 

Seven new policies were created during retreat this year.  

The Fall retreat also coincided with CS week. We celebrated our 

industry with posting pictures of Battle-Ready CS teams from all over 

the Western Wisconsin Chapter area. Thank you to Pure Processing 

for drumming up excitement and getting our teams pumped for CS 

week.  

Our October chapter meeting was also online virtually via Zoom for 

everyone to watch at their leisure. The videos from our June chapter 

meeting forward are all available to be streamed on our chapter 

website wwciahcsmm.org under the tab “chapter meetings.” WWCI 

members have the ability to earn credits for attending our chapter 

meetings virtually. Just send an email over to our chapter email 

at westernwi09@gmail.com.  

 The chapter will continue to work with technology to help our 

members maintain social distancing and continue to meet their 

education goals. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact 

to share them.  

This year the Western Wisconsin Chapter of IAHCSMM is proud to 

support Paula’s Purse as this year’s chapter community project. 

This program is based in La Crosse, Wisconsin.  

When patients are going through treatment for cancer, finances 

can get tight. Some patients struggle to pay for basic necessities 

like food, heat and gas, causing another worry when they already 

have so many. Paula's Purse - a collaboration between Gundersen 

Medical Foundation, the Center for Cancer & Blood Disorders and 

the Norma J. Vinger Center for Breast Care - is a new fund created 

with these patients in mind. Thank you, Lori Copper for suggesting 

this foundation this year. Thank you, members, for your support 

for this worthy cause!  

To help fill Paula's Purse: Donate online and designate Paula's 

Purse. 

Mail a donation to: Gundersen Medical Foundation, 1836 South 

Ave., La Crosse, WI 54601. Make checks payable to Gundersen 

Medical Foundation and indicate Paula's Purse in the check memo. 

Contribute to a Paula's Purse fundraiser. 

2020 Chapter Community Project- Paula’s Purse 

mailto:westernwi09@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CER CERTIFICATION- Karen Gont 

Gold Crown Recipient – Karen Gont 

 

 

The pursuit and achievement of certifications 

helps technicians follow best practices and stay 

ahead of the technology curve. Certified 

professionals truly demonstrate a commitment 

to education, development, and to the 

profession. Congratulations! 

Member New Certifications 

Upcoming 2021 Chapter Events 

Chapter Meeting – February 13, 2021 (Saturday) – Online Via Zoom 

WWCI Spring Workshop – March 26th and March 27th, 2021 at Chippewa Valley Technical College 

Chapter Meeting – March 26th -  following workshop at Fairfield Inn & Suites 

National Conference – May 1-5, 2021 Columbus OH  

Chapter Meeting – June – Date TBA 

Chapter Meeting – August – Date TBA 

Chapter Meeting –October -Date TBA 

Retreat 2021 –October 22nd and 23rd, 2021 – Coloma, Wisconsin 

Chapter Meeting – December - Gundersen Whitehall upon approval 

 

 

Rebus Brain Teasers  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got to Nourish to Flourish 

Raspberry Oreo No Bake Dessert 

Prep Time 
15 minutes 

Total Time 
15 minutes 

3 Servings  678 Calories 

Ingredients 

• 5 ounces Oreo Cookies (150 grams) 

• 8 ounces Whipping Cream (240 ml) 

• 3 tablespoons Powdered Sugar 

• 2 tablespoons Nutella 

• 1½ cup Fresh Raspberries (180 grams) 

Instructions  

1. In a food processor, pulse the Oreo cookies until 

they look like crumbs. Set aside. 

2. In a mixing bowl, whip the cream with powdered 

sugar until stiff peaks form. Transfer half of the 

whipped cream into a separate bowl. Mix the 

whipped cream that is left in the mixing bowl with 

1 cup of fresh raspberries, using electric whisk. 

Add Nutella to the other bowl with whipped 

cream and stir until well combined. 

3. Assemble the desserts: Oreo crumbs + raspberry 

cream + Nutella cream + fresh raspberries + Oreo 

crumbs + raspberry cream + fresh raspberry as a 

garnish. 

4. Chill in the fridge for 1-2 hours before serving. Tips for making raspberry Oreo no bake dessert: 

Before whipping the cream, place the bowl, whisks and 

the whipping cream in the fridge. Make sure everything is 

well chilled before you start. This will make it easier to 

whip the cream  

These mini raspberry Oreo no bake desserts are best 

when chilled in the fridge. They don’t need that long – 1-2 

hours is a sufficient amount of time. However, because 

they taste better chilled, they can be easily made a day 

ahead. 

Strawberries can also be used instead of raspberries. Just 

cut them into smaller pieces before you add them to the 

cream. 

Don’t use frozen berries. They will release juices when 

thawed and your cream can turn very watery. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What possesses a person who is retired to go on and take 

the Certified Endoscope Reprocessing Certification. The 

last certification that they need to achieve “The Golden 

Crown”.  (The Golden Crown is when you have completed 

all of the certifications). What possessed me? Well it’s 

called Passion… Passion for the field that you were in. It 

doesn’t just up and leave after you retire. It was a part of 

your identity for so long, you just can’t stop. That's what 

happened to me. I had only one Certification left to 

complete, and I finally had the time. So, I did it, and 

passed! I had set a goal to complete all of my 

certifications, it was on my bucket list of achievements 

that I want to obtain. 

Who knew that after “The Golden Crown” there was one 

more accomplishment that you can put on your bucket 

list to complete. Its title is “Fellow Central Service” 

definition is from the IAHCSMM website: “Fellowship 

status is one of the highest honors professional 

organizations can bestow upon their members. As such, 

IAHCSMM Fellowship is an honorable distinction that 

must be earned through hard work, a commitment to 

professional advancement, and a desire to raise the bar 

as both an IAHCSMM member and as a contributor to the 

Central Service field. 

The IAHCSMM Fellowship program allows members to 

achieve Fellowship status by demonstrating knowledge, 

commitment and professional advancement in the 

Central Service profession. Fellowship is awarded upon 

completion of a research paper on a topic pertinent to 

the CS profession. Those who earn Fellowship status will 

receive the highly-regarded "Fellow Central Service" (FCS) 

designation after their name”. 

Well dang I thought I was done. But now I have an itch 

that I need to scratch to see if I can do it? A challenge! 

Oh, I forgot to tell you, I am very competitive! Not so 

much with others, but with myself… ok that's a lie... I’m 

pretty competitive at everything… I always want to strive 

to do more, learn more, be on that winning team. I don’t 

think of it as a bad attribute. More so, of what more is 

out there that I can learn and be able to share that 

information with others. Teach! So, with that being said; I 

contacted IAHCSMM about what I have to do to be 

eligible to apply for the Fellowship application. They 

asked me questions like what I have achieved above and 

beyond the certifications that would qualify me as a 

candidate. First was Supervisor of Marshfield Medical 

Center Central Service Department. 

They then asked what I would write my paper on. I 

said The Importance of Continuing Education and how 

it affects Central Service. She said they would go back 

to the person in charge of Certification forms and 

Applications to tell her what I said, and that they 

would get back to me. They did. I was informed that 

they went to council with my information and that I 

was approved to go forward with my application.  

So, where am I now. I thought it proper to contact the 

Dean of Nursing at CVTC for release of data and 

statistics. Then I need two individuals to write letters 

of recommendation. The lady I spoke with at 

IAHCSMM said that they would help me with the 

wording and help me with how the paper should be 

laid out. So, we will see how it works. I am excited to 

give it a try. They said it will be a lengthy project and 

to not expect it to be done in a year or maybe even 

two.  

 So here I go on my next adventure of Education.  

Karen M. Gont CRCST CIS CHL CER   12/30/2020 

The Gold Crown by Karen M. Gont 

I told about being one of the 4 founding Members of 

Western Wisconsin Chapter of IAHCSMM, (let me just 

tell you, we The Chapter of WWCI are well recognized at 

IAHCSMM) So when I said I helped start Western 

Wisconsin Chapter of IAHCSMM, that I was the 

Treasurer, that was a good start and then I told them 

that I also taught the Central Service Course at Chippewa 

Valley Technical College. I also informed them that I was 

an AAMI Member (The Association for the Advancement 

of Medical Instrumentation) and that for our Chapter I 

was Committee Chairperson for AAMI (this person brings 

back information regarding new changes and other 

important information made through AAMI organization, 

notifications, rules and changes that affect Central 

Service). 



 

 

The election is coming up at the March 26th meeting 

after the workshop, at Fairfield View Inn and Suites.  

If your unable to attend and need an absentee ballot 

please contact us to get that when information is 

sent. Please take time to read the bios before the 

election. An email will be sent in the coming weeks. 

The positions on this year’s ballot will be President 

Elect, Secretary, and one board member. Keep an 

eye on your email so you don’t miss an opportunity 

to have your voice heard!  

2021 Upcoming Elections 

 

Rebus Brain Teasers - Answer 
What is that 

Instrument? 

Did you know? 

These instruments are called 

the Aillon tube benders. The 

Aillon tube bender is a 

nasotracheal intubation 

tube. The bender will control 

the tip of the tube and also 

bend it down in order to 

conform to the direction of 

the trachea. 


